THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

Euttell me girle,when went (and there fhee ftaide, 
Till after a deepe grone) T a r q_v i n from hence, 
Madame ere I was vp (repli’d the maide,) 

The more to blame my iluggard negligence. 

Yet with the fault I thus farre can difpcnce : 

My felfe was ftirring ere the brcake ofday. 

And ere I rofe was T a r qj i n gone away. 

But Lady, ifyour maide may be fo bold, 

Shee would requeft to know your heauineffe : 

(O peace quoth L v c r e c E)if it fhould be told, 
y The repetition cannot makeitlefle : 

For more it is, then I can well exprefle, 

> Aiid that deepe torture may be cal’d a Hell, 

>■ When more is felt then one hath power to tell 

Go get mee hither paper, ink e, and pen, 

Y et fane that labour, for I haue them heare, 

(V V hat thould I fay) one of my husbands men 
Bid thou be readie, by and by, to beare 
A letter to my Lord, my Loue, my Deare, 

Bid him with fpeede prepare to carrie it. 

The caufc craues haft, and it will fbone be writ. 


THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

Her maide is gone, and iliee prepares to write, 

Firft houering ore the paper with her quill : 

Conceipt and griefe an eager combatfight, 

V V hat wit fets downe is blotted ft raight with will. 

This is too curious good, this blunt and ill. 

Much like a prelie of people at a dore, 

Throng her inuentions which fhall go before. 

At la ft fhee thus begins : thou worthie Lord, 
Qfthatvnworthie wife that greeteth thee, [ ^ ahn ^- 

Health to thy perfon, next, vouchfafet’a fiord :i . . 

(Ifeuer loue, thy Lvcrece thou wilt feej) 
Someprefentfpeedjtocomeandvifiteme: .? ... 

Sol commend me, from our houfe ingriefe, X ■ 

* ■ My woes are tedious, thoughmy words are briefc. * 


Here folds fhee vp the tenure ofher woe, 

Her certain e; forrow writ vneerta inely^ ' ip 

By this fhort Cedule C o latine may know r IT 

Her griefe, but not hergriefes true quality, 

Shee dares not thereof make difeouery,. . rfi , 

- Left life fhould hold it her.own grbfTc'abufej ; > 
Ere flie with bloud hadrftain’d Hfef ftain’d exctffc. 
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